
Law 1077 - New 05-30-2013 

PACKET 6 

 

SERVICE BY PUBLICATION IN A DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE ONLY 

 

 

 This packet is to be used ONLY when you are trying to obtain a dissolut ion of  marriage and are unable 

to locate your spouse.  This is called construct ive service or service by publicat ion.  A court  will not grant  a 

divorce in a case where the other party was not  not if ied and construct ive service is a means of attempt ing to 

not ify them. However, in order to use construct ive service, you must first conduct  a diligent search to t ry to 

locate the absent spouse.   

 

Procedure: 

 

1. Conduct your diligent  search.  The Aff idavit  of  Diligent  Search and Inquiry, [Florida Supreme Court   

12.913(b)], provides a list of  all the places you must contact  to complete your search.  You do not  

need to contact  all of the places listed, but  you DO need to contact  most of  them.  It  is best  to keep 

your own list  of  the phone number you called, the name of  the person you talked w ith, what they told 

you and the date you contacted them.  Keep this list to bring w ith you at  the t ime of  your hearing. 

 

2. If  you complete your search and do find the absent spouse, contact  the Family Pro Se Coordinator at  

321-617-7254 to f ind out which packet you w ill need.  

 

3. If  you do not f ind the absent spouse complete the Aff idavit  of  Diligent  Search and Inquiry and the 

Not ice of  Act ion for Dissolut ion of  Marriage, [Florida Supreme Court  form 12.913(a)].  

 

4. You w ill also need a divorce packet .  To obtain informat ion on which packet is correct  for you, contact  

the Family Pro Se Coordinator at  321-617-7254 or email prosecoordinator@brevardclerk.us. 
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